For counter tenor, flute, oboe, clarinet, percussion violin, viola and cello commision for the 50th anniversary of Royaumont

WL(ZL%A (2014)

dediée a tout I’équipe de Royaumont.........
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Quarter-tone higher

Three quarter-tones higher

Cello and viola must tune their lowest string half tone lower (B rather than C)
Special attention must be given to natural harmonic positions which are written for the B string.

Clarinet is written in Bb (sounds a second lower)

Notation for multiphonics give an idea of the main notes that must be heard.
Fingerings have been tested but they might change from one clarinet to another.
These multiphonics must be played as loud as possible without loosing the timbre
(same thing for the oboe’s double harmonics)

Crotals sound two octave higher than written, and they should always be bowed.
They are intended to resonate as long as possible (do never damp!) unless indicated, they
must be played as loud as possible (but without any distortion)

About dynamics: the whole instrumental ensemble must be perceived as a huge, resonant feedback cloud. There-
fore all the notes must begin and end “dal niente” and dynamic balance must be found between instruments in order
to create a mass rather than a bunch of individual voices. In any case, the dynamic level must be generous: play
mezzo-forte unless indicated.

The voice should not be masked, but it can be covered by the ensemble at some moments, this will happen natu-
rally over long notes of the counter tenor. The piece must not be conducted, and all instruments should follow the
singer, who will set up tempo as slow as possible, giving Purcell’s melody a painful and psychedelic character.
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